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in the world my wife might be doing upstairs.
Noel Smith pulls up, gets out of his convertible, walks
up to the porch and says, “Hello.” I nod. He opens the door
to his apartment, then pauses and looks at me over his
shoulder. “How you doing?” he asks,
fine, Isay. fine.
He grins and then he looks back at me and says it:
“Balmy day, isn’t it?”
I can’t take any more of this. I bolt from the chair and
clench my fists. Noel looks startled, but just then Marion
rushes out from inside, throws her arms around his waist and
kisses him on the neck and mouth. “I missed you all day today,
honey,” she says. “I’m so happy you’re home.” She pulls him
inside and he closes the door with a quick tap from his foot.
I’m left stewing on the porch. It starts to rain.
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